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PRESENTATION
This is newsletter No.10 of the network of
National Construction Technology Platforms or
similar National organizations in about 20
countries.

•

o Polish TP on several events
o Portuguese TP on a new WG Lean
Construction

This network aims to promote synergies on R&I
in the construction sector among European
countries, in collaboration with ECTP
(www.ectp.org) and the European Commission.
Up to now, there are contacts between this
network and 13 European countries (Belgium,
Cyprus, Denmark, Germany, Greece, Hungary,
Italy, Lithuania, Norway, Poland, Portugal,
Slovenia, Spain and UK) and some occasional
contacts in other 7 European countries.
This newsletter includes contributions from:
•

•

ECTP on Active ageing & design committee,
on EeB PPP promising technologies and on
presentations at ECTP conference
REFINET with the participation at FOX &
USE-iT meeting (15th September 2016), the
workshop in Rome (26th October 2016), the
participation at ECTP conference (17th
November 2016) and the website and
LinkedIn group.

Contributions from NTPs:

o Spanish TP on 8th PTEC workshop and 12th
PTEC conference
o Hellenic TP on the framework agreement
with Technical Chamber of Greece and
two professional organizations in Israel,
and on some recent events
•

Activities of the NTPs network with the
parallel session at ECTP conference
(Brussels, Nov. 17th), the participation at
ECTP Steering Committee meeting
(Brussels, Dec. 1st) and the action plan 2017
for the network.

Newsletter No.11 will be published in March
2017.

Jesús Rodríguez
director@plataformaptec.es
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EUROPEAN
CONSTRUCTION
TECHNOLOGY
PLATFORM
Active Ageing &
Design ECTP
committee
Europe’s demographic make-up is changing.
This leads to new socio-economic paradigms
and challenges to make sure that our ageing
societies are also inclusive and productive
societies. It is increasingly obvious that the built
environment, enriched by new opportunities
from digital innovation, has a crucial role to play
in making this a reality. The age-friendly
housing domain, in particular, has massive
potential to drive impact for European citizens,
business and policies.
However, the puzzle how to turn this
opportunity into a reality has yet to be solved.
The ECTP is closely involved in current efforts to
do exactly that. And national technology
platforms may have an important role to play.
To put it bluntly, the current European housing
stock and built environment is not fit for
purpose to cater to the needs and wishes of an
ageing population. It is estimated that 70 to
90% of the European housing stock does not
meet even very minimal requirements for agefriendliness. And the rate of improvement is
slow: annual replacement rates do not exceed
3%.
Research and innovation effort are not the
problem: there is a substantial and growing
body of knowledge and a large corpus of exiting
new digital and constructive approaches and
proto-type products. The problems occur when

these new approaches need to find their way
into everyday implementation at scale. Here,
complex and non-transparent business cases,
misunderstanding and misalignment between
stakeholders, regulatory and cultural barriers,
and the lack of a common reference framework
of concepts, results and benefits, all conspire to
hinder effective investments at scale in
innovative age-friendly housing solutions.
The benefits of getting it right are substantial.
Even at conservative estimates, solving the
puzzle could mean marshalling over € 200
billion in investments and creating more than a
million jobs across the EU over a five-year
period. This financial and economic impact
potential reinforces the fact that the
construction sector is an important driver for
jobs and growth across the EU.
This jobs and growth potential has prompted
the European Commission to take an active role
in efforts to address and overcome the main
barriers to implementation at scale of agefriendly housing. Over the past year it has cofinanced
a
Europe-wide
stakeholder
consultation process, the Neighbourhoods of
the Future Roadshow.
The ECTP’s Active Ageing and Design
Committee, and ECTP member organisations,
have made an essential contribution to the
Roadshow. The project lead and main research
drive have been in the very capable hands of
the AA&D chair Alexander Peine of Utrecht
University in the Netherlands. Four out of ten of
the roadshow meetings were hosted and coorganized by ECTP members in various
countries. And the Roadshow’s agenda was
determined in large part by the ECTP Position
Paper on age-friendly housing produced by
ECTP AA&D committee members in 2015.
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The Roadshow is the first step towards the
creation of a capacity building and support
framework to unlock potential investment in
age-friendly housing: the European Reference
Framework for Age-friendly Housing, or ERFAFH. A major objective of the Roadshow has
accordingly been to get clear what it is that
stakeholders actually want and need to
progress.
As presented at the Roadshow’s final event,
December 2016 in Brussels, practical support
should be at the top of the agenda. The ERFAFH should function as a hands-on tool,
repository, resource and interaction platform
for all parties with a role and/or interest in
scale-up and market uptake of age-friendly
housing innovation.
A coherent, positively phrased vision;
consistent, precise sets of definitions,
performance dimensions and indicators; and
systematic analyses of pathfinder projects from
across Europe are key components to be
developed. At the same time, the ERF-AFH must
support exchange of information and
experiences across stakeholders and across
Europe, and contribute to a sense of joint
responsibility and ownership of challenges and
solutions. That is the only way to build
sustainable business and investment models
for this complex, multi-factorial segment of the
construction and ICT market.
Work on the ERF AFH will continue in 2017 and
beyond. And while the exact shape and form
still need to be determined, it is obvious that
the ECTP is ideally placed to take a central role.
But engagement of stakeholders and the
marshalling of experience, bright ideas and
investment primarily need to take place at
national and sub-national level. Ultimately it is

at this level that affordable age-friendly housing
for all must be made a reality.
It is in this process that National Technology
Platforms could play a valuable enabling role.
Both as natural focus points for knowledge
collection, dissemination and stakeholder
interaction, and as intermediaries between
national
and
sub-national
innovation
ecosystems and the European scaling-up and
market uptake arena.
2017 promises to be a busy ECTP year in agefriendly housing! We invite all NTPs curious to
know more and stay informed to contact us.
Alex Peine
A.Peine@uu.nl
Menno Hinkema
menno.hinkema@tno.nl

EeB PPP Promising Technologies brochures
In the framework of the EeB-CA2 CSA, the
Energy Efficient Buildings Committee of the
ECTP has published 5 Technologies brochures,
highlighting the highly promising innovations
from selected co-funded European projects
under the 7th Framework Programme (FP7).
The brochures deal with Advanced Materials
Solutions, Energy Building Systems, HVAC &
Lighting Solutions, Monitoring & Diagnostic
methodologies – Design Retrofit, Urban &
District Scale Solutions.
The final versions of the 2016 EeB PPP
Promising technologies projects are available
on the ECTP Energy Efficient Buildings
Committee website at:
http://e2b.ectp.org/resources/publications/.
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The brochures have already been distributed at
Smart City Expo (Barcelona), the 2016 ECTP
Conference (Brussels) and will be distributed at
BAU2017 in Munich in January 2017
Valuable information on the EeB PPP projects
can also be found on the ECTP – E2B Committee
official LinkedIn group and the ECTP website
project database.

ECTP Conference.
photos available!

Presentations

reminded the importance of industrial
participation within the EeB PPP and the need
to develop technologies with a commercial
exploitation potential. Robert Missen, from DG
Move, brought his institutional and regulatory
perspectives on transport infrastructures
issues. Jennifer Layke, BEA - SE4ALL
Coordinator, highlighted the importance of
public-private collaboration to increase energy
efficiency in buildings. Juan Elizaga, ENCORD
President, presented inputs to shape the future
of an innovative built environment. Then, Juan
Manuel Mieres provided the audience with the
SME perspective and addressed the issue of
barriers for market uptake and energy efficient
business models. Last but not least, EeB-CA2
CSA Coordinator, Régis Decorme from CSTB,
presented the various services offered by the
four EeB CSAs to foster EeB PPP projects
impact.

and

The 7th ECTP Conference took place on 17-18
November 2016 at Bozar in Brussels.
More than 170 stakeholders from the whole
construction value-chain and representatives of
the European Commission shared their
experience and discussed innovation in the
built environment in Europe.
Access the programme with links to download:
The presentations per session
Some photos per session
The opening session, chaired by Emmanuel
Forest, CEO of Bouygues Europe and ECTP
President, and Luc Bourdeau, ECTP Secretary
General, introduced the main challenges of the
built environment. In his keynote speech, José
Lorenzo Vallès, Head of Unit at the European
Commission, DG Research & Innovation,

Thematic parallel sessions addressed specific
issues under the five current challenges of the
ECTP. Sessions on transport infrastructure,
materials and sustainability innovation, cultural
6
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heritage and urban regeneration research, agefriendly housing and energy-efficient buildings
and positive energy blocks, chaired by the ECTP
Committees chairmen, were the opportunity to
develop fruitful exchanges with various
perspectives provided by industry, research
and institutional representatives.
In addition to the 5 Committees’ sessions, a
session on digital transformation, chaired by
VTT and Uponor, addressed the major issue of
ICT. A session chaired by Jesus Rodriguez, ECTP
NTPs Network Coordinator, was also dedicated
to present inputs from the National Technology
Platforms and find ways to increase their
collaboration. Finally, two sessions on business
models and regulatory frameworks to increase
renovation of Europe’s building stock and on
financing solutions beyond project duration
completed the agenda.

The matchmaking event, organised in the
framework of the EeB-CA2 CSA, was the
opportunity for 50 stakeholders to discuss
potential technological, research and business
cooperation during bilateral meetings.
The two days of the Conference also offered
some networking opportunities and exchanges
of best practices in the hall for the innovation
cases exhibition. ENBRI-ECCREDI met at their
booth stakeholders active in construction
research. Successful EeB PPP projects, CITyFiED,
R2CITIES, E2EVENT, BUILT2SPEC, HIT2GAP,
HEALCON, CAPDESIGN, LORCENIS, AMANAC,
MF-Retrofit, Cheap-GSHPs, GEOTeCH, CREATE,
ACCEPT, MeeFs and ECO-SEE also exhibited
examples of innovation and promising
technologies developed during the project’s
lifetime
Anne-Claire Streck
anne-claire.streck@ectp.org
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REFINET CSA
FOX &USE-iT meeting
In September 15th 2016, in Brussels, five
REFINET partners participated in the second
USE-iT and FOX CSAs stakeholder meeting to
promote interaction between REFINET, FOX
and USE-iT CSAs on innovation in transport
infrastructures. The morning session included
presentations from the FOX and USE-iT, as well
as from Cristina Marolda of DG Move on the
Strategic Transport Research & Innovation
Agenda (STRIA).
FEHRL Secretary General gave a welcome and
overview of the projects and each WP leader
summarised the seven areas of Construction,
Inspection, Maintenance, Recycling & Reuse,
Energy & Carbon, Safety & Security and User
Information. The afternoon session included
parallel sessions on the seven areas.

Participants included Transport Infrastructure
managers from the two REFINET case study
countries Italy and Romania represented by
Austostrade per l’Italia, AISCAT (The Italian
Association of Toll Motorways and Tunnels
Operators)
and
RFI
(Italian
Railway
Infrastructure Manager) for Italy; CFR S.A.
(Romanian Railway Infrastructure Manager) for
Romania. Representatives of both study
countries confirmed their interest in being
actively involved in the next steps of the shortterm deployment strategy as well as in
providing data and information for the
validation of the REFINET Platform.
Other participants as DLR - Aeronautics and
Space research centre in Germany on behalf of
ACARE and BAM (The Netherlands) also
attended this workshop besides REFINET
partners.

Workshop in Rome
In October 26th in Rome, a REFINET workshop
was organised by D’Appolonia to present the
REFINET Strategic Implementation Plan SIP on
innovation in transport infrastructures and the
deployment of this SIP to some invited experts
with a total of 24 participants.

Presentations of the first results of the
collaboration with the two case study countries
and the exploration of the medium to longterm roadmap timescale, aimed at feeding
information to Policy Makers, Public Bodies and
Members States Authorities on future research
topics on TI will be the subject of the next
REFINET workshop to be held on 7th-8th of
March 2017 in Romania.
8
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ECTP conference
In November 17th, in Brussels, REFINET
organised two parallel sessions at ECTP
conference
in
collaboration
with
Infrastructures and Mobility I&M ECTP
committee on “The transport infrastructure of
the future”. The organisation of those sessions
was coordinated by PTEC and were chaired by
Dragados as chairman of I&M ECTP committee
with CSTB as REFINET project coordinator. PTEC
and D’Appolonia presented REFINET at these
sessions.

actions to promote R&I in transport
infrastructures to be carried out through I&M
ECTP committee.
D’Appolonia presented “REFINET answers to
the need on innovation in transport
Infrastructures”, summarising REFINET CSA
including the vision and roadmap, the multimodal transport infrastructure model, the
collection of best practices and the catalogue of
technologies and the identification of R&I
priorities. The presentation finished with some
comments on the clustering of technological
demands and the development of a REFINET
platform.

Besides, they were three presentation by EC
and four ones by the construction sector on
design (ARUP), construction (Strabag),
exploitation (Asecap) and research (TNO) in
transport infrastructures.
All presentations are available at:

PTEC presented “Introduction on I&M strategy
and REFINET”, summarizing ECTP initiatives and
collaborations on innovation in transport
infrastructures since 2004. Then, REFINET CSA
was introduced with comments on the scope,
the dissemination activities and the network of
stakeholders and experts at REFINET, FOX and
USE-iT complementary CSAs. The presentation
finished with some thoughts on the planned

http://www.ectp.org/index.php?id=17&tx_ttn
ews[tt_news]=297&cHash=981804d1c99dabe
4f99d784280e750b6

Website and LinkedIn group
REFINET website www.refinet.eu, within
“Resources/Publications”, has been updated by
PTEC and CSTB with the available Deliverables:
D2.1 - Identification of Stakeholders
9
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D3.1 - REFINET multi-modal transport
infrastructure (RMMTI) model (draft awaiting
final approval)

D5.1 - REFINET website

D3.2 - Best practices in design, construction
and maintenance of transport
infrastructures

D5.3 - REFINET Communication and
dissemination report 2.

D3.3 - Catalogue of Technologies for MMTI
D3.4 – REFINET Strategy Implementation Plan
(SIP)
D4.1 – REFINET Strategy for the development
of the SIP

D5.2 - REFINET Communication and
Dissemination Report

Besides, Newsletters are also available at this
website:
REFINET Newsletter No.1 (November 2015)
REFINET Newsletter No. 2 (February 2016)
REFINET Newsletter No.3 (June 2016)
REFINET Newsletter No.4 (December 2016)
A REFINET LinkedIn Group has been opened to
allow some debate on REFINET issues. Up to
now, there are 84 participants and this Group is
opened to all interested stakeholders on
innovation in transport infrastructures.
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/8464241
Jesús Rodríguez
director@plataformaptec.es
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NATIONAL TECHNOLOGY
PLATFORMS
Polish Construction
Technology Platform
Monitoring of the Construction Market
conference
For the nineteenth time ASM – Market
Research and Analysis Centre, coordinator of
Polish Construction Technology Platform,
organized a conference “Monitoring of the
Construction Market” which was held 27th
October in Warsaw (Poland).
During the event complex analysis of the
construction industry and its forecasts for the
coming years were presented. Current
indicators describing the socio-economic
situation of the country, the key indicators of
residential buildings development and issues
concerning residential construction and civil
engineering were deeply analysed. During the
conference, market analysts provided forecasts
for the coming years taking into account a
number of factors affecting the future
projection of the construction market.

The scope of analytical and prognostic of the
conference allowed its participants to get
acquainted with the complex factors and

indicators affecting the construction industry as
well as its forecasts.
This year's conference focused also on
presentation of research and innovation in the
area of European projects implemented by
various entities in Poland and abroad. One of
the session, entitled "ECOLOGICAL TRENDS IN
THE MARKET OF BUILDING MATERIALS CLOSED
CYCLES,
SAVING
THROUGH
RECYCLING" was dedicated to recycling of
building materials. The direction of changes in
the European legislation and the trends in the
circular economy as well as in the area of
research works were discussed. The discussion
was enriched with the examples of the newest
projects and solutions in the field of recycling
and reuse of raw materials used, for example,
in the construction industry. In addition,
possibilities to finance such projects through EU
repayable
financial
instruments
were
presented.

Horizon 2020: Secure, Clean and Efficient
Energy’ Information Day
On 19 September 2016 Polish Construction
Technology Platform, together with Regional
Contact Point for H2020 programme in Lodzkie
region (Central Poland) and Polish National
Contact Point organized in Lodz an information
day in the area of ‘Secure, Clean and Efficient
Energy’.
The event was dedicated to potential applicants
to the calls for project proposals under the
H2020 Energy Challenge. The priorities and calls
for 2017 in the area of H2020 energy research
and innovation were presented as well as good
practises and case studies. The participants
took part also in a workshop with experts who
11
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work for the EC on evaluation of project
proposals.

project: promoters, designers, technical
consultants, builders and universities.

Events which will be held under the
auspices of PPTB in the next few months
The 29th Technical Conference “Architectural
glass: properties, design, installation” – 8th
December 2016, Warsaw. The event is
organized by “Swiat Szkla” magazine (World of
Glass). Among speakers are representatives of
technical universities and research institutes.
Additionally, companies will be demonstrating
their latest materials and technologies which
are used to make the glazed elements of
buildings and facades. PPTB is a technical
partner of the conference
Przemysław Dana
p.dana@asm-poland.com.pl

This Working Group defined an agenda of
objectives for a year with a mission to
contribute to a dissemination and Development
of Lean Construction in Portugal through a set
of initiatives that promote the theme in a
simple and objective message for leaders and
decision makers.

Portuguese Construction
Technology Platform
(PTPC)
Art lean construction
PTPC attentive to the needs of its market
identified the enormous potential that the Lean
could bring to Portuguese construction. The
challenge was to overcome the barriers to a
technique develops in the process industry but
which can nevertheless be applied to
construction projects with the necessary
adequacy of methodologies and language for
the easier understanding.
Thus in October 2015, within the framework of
PTPC, the Lean Construction Working Group
was created with the participation of entities
from throughout the life cycle of a construction
12
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In the work meetings held several issues were
discussed such as the usefulness and limitations
of the Lean in construction, the strategy to be
followed in its implementation, the needs to
promote a favorable cultural environment and
better Lean techniques for application in the
construction projects in various phases (Project
management, design, contracting, technical
control and construction).

First, the R&D National Government
representative presented the Innovation and
the Public Procurement in Spain and its
relationship with the promotion of an
innovative culture within the companies.

During this year several results were achieved
such as a state of art, benchmarking, study and
selection of the best Lean techniques suitable
for construction, workshops, publication of
articles and support to the development of
master's dissertations on the theme Lean
Construction.
Last September, were held two seminars Lean
Construction "To do more with less" in Lisbon
and Porto to disseminate concepts, practical
cases in the industry and presentation of the
"Lean Practical Guide in Construction", a
document prepared by the Working Group, to
promote the knowledge and Implementation of
Lean philosophy in construction sector
Companies.
Rui Campos
rui.campos@lecma.pt

Spanish Construction
Technology Platform
PTEC workshop
In October 5th, 2016, a workshop was organised
for PTEC members in Madrid with 38
participants. This workshop analysed the
innovation in construction companies outside
the R&I projects

Besides, the companies VIA CELERE, ONYX
SOLAR, SIKA, COMSA, FERROVIAL and OHL
shared their vision and experiences.
Then, a debate was carried out with all the
participants covering items as:











Innovative culture within the companies
Training and innovation
Environment stimulating the innovation
The market
Metrics of the innovation
Innovation prices (employees, start-ups, etc)
Strategies for innovation and risk
assessment
Intellectual/Industrial property rights IPR
Innovation at Public Procurement
Technical evaluation of the innovation

The results of this workshop will be analysed by
PTEC WG on Promoting innovation in order to
stablish the agenda 2017 for this WG.

13
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PTEC conference
In November 15th, 2016, a PTEC conference was
organised in Seville, Spain, on innovation in
construction processes, with the participation
of Public Authorities from the Government of
Andalusia and the City Hall of Seville, with 140
attendants.







Modified processes for the application of
new and waste materials, by Government
of Andalusia
New
civil
construction
processes
incorporating recycled materials in rail
infrastructures, roads and concrete, by
AZVI
New
civil
construction
processes
incorporating recycled in bituminous
mixtures and concrete, by SACYR

The second session was oriented to new
systems applied to construction processes with
the following presentations:







Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (UAV) for the
construction of structures, by Seville
University
Innovative applications in construction
processes by use of UAV, by SANDO
UAV regulations in different construction
markets and countries, by FERROVIAL
Augmented reality applied to construction
processes, by DRAGADOS
Construction 4.0, by ITAINNOVA

The first session was focussed to new
construction processes considering two main
areas: 3D printing in construction and
modification of construction processes for the
maximum materials recycled. Presentations
were made on:




3D printing in construction in-situ and
prefabrication, by VIAS
3D printing in concrete, by ACCIONA
Ingeniería
Integral production process by 3D printing,
by COPROSA

An exhibition of R&I projects in 30 posters was
carried out during this conference
Elena Gayo
ptec@plataformaptec.es
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Hellenic Construction
Technology Platform



Collaboration in order to promote research
and development and to disseminate
technological and scientific knowledge.

Framework agreement



Collaboration in fields of common interest,
including participation in joint workshops,
conferences,
seminars,
meetings,
professional tours, and projects, as will be
coordinate from time to time.

Framework Agreement for collaboration
between the Technical Chamber of Greece
(TEE), the Hellenic Construction Technology
Platform (HCTP) and the Association of
Engineers, Architects and Graduates in
Technological Sciences in Israel (AEAGTSI) and
the Israel Society of Chemical Engineers and
Chemists (ISCEC): Eng. Giorgos N.Stasinos,
President of Technical Chamber of Greece (TEE)
and Prof. Antonia Moropoulou, President of the
Hellenic Construction Technology Platform
(HCTP), and Eng. Ehud Nof, Chairman of the
Association of Engineers, Architects and
Graduates in Technological Sciences in Israel
(AEAGTSI) and Dr. Alec Groysman, Chairman of
the Israel Society of Chemical Engineers and
Chemists (ISCEC) at the Association of
Engineers, Architects and Graduates in
Technological Sciences in Israel, acting on
behalf and in representation of AEAGTSI have
come up to an agreement upon:


Promoting engineering and scientific
training, dissemination knowledge, teaching
and education of engineers, research and
development, and are interested in
collaborating with the social and economic
sectors in order to ensure the goals of
training and research, namely innovation
and the modernization of the production
system.



Improving the development of relationships
with industries, universities, scientific
organizations and other educational
institutions, especially with those of an
engineering, academic, scientific, and
cultural nature.

Events
In the recent past, HCTP disseminated its
activities in the following events that coorganized:


The Strategy of the Independent
Development of the South Eastern
Mediterranean Region, notably among
Greece, Cyprus and Israel, with a special
focus on Innovation, Environment, Energy,
Construction, Cultural Heritage and Tourism,
27 June 2016, 15:00 – 18:00 TCG Auditorium,
4, Nikis str., Syntagma Square, Athens.
The event was co-organized by the Technical
Chamber of Greece (HCTP), the Cyprus
Scientific and Technical Chamber and the
Association of Engineers, Architects and
Graduates in Technological Sciences in
Israel. Among others, Prof. Antonia
Moropoulou, Vice-President of the Technical
Chamber of Greece, President of the
Hellenic Construction Technology Platform
(HCTP), Professor of the National Technical
University of Athens, Mr. Giorgos Stasinos,
President of the Technical Chamber of
Greece, Dr. Alec Groysman, Vice-President
of the Association of Engineers, Architects
and Graduates in Technological Sciences in
Israel, Mr. Stelios Achniotis, President of the
Cyprus Scientific and Technical Chamber,
15

Construction NTPs network
Newsletter No.10. December 2016

Mr. Alekos Flampouraris, Minister of State of
Greece, Mrs. Elena Kountoura, Alternate
Minister of Tourism and His Mostly Godly
Beatitude Theophilos III, Patriarch of
Jerusalem attended and contributed to the
event.


Reconstruction and Maintenance of
Religious Monuments and Places of
Worship, 31 August 2016, 18:00 – 20:30 Hall
Exarchate of the Holy Sepulchre, Street
Archimandrite Cyprian 4 TT 1015, Nicosia.

The event was co-organized by the Technical
Chamber of Greece (HCTP) and the Cyprus
Scientific and Technical Chamber and the
Association of Engineers. Among others,
Prof. Antonia Moropoulou, Dr. Alec
Groysman, Vice-President of the Association
of Engineers, Architects and Graduates in
Technological Sciences in Israel, Mr. Stelios
Achniotis, President of the Cyprus Scientific
and Technical Chamber, Mr. Kostas Kadis,
Minister of Education and Culture, Mr.
Marios
Dimitriadis,
Minister
of
Transportation,
Communication
and
Construction, and
Chrysostomos II,
Archbishop of Nova Justiniana and All Cyprus
attended the event.


“2016 Researchers’ Night” took place in the
National Technical University of Athens on

Friday September 30th, 2016 from 5 o'clock
in the afternoon till midnight at the historic
Averof Building in Patission Campus in the
centre of Athens. The event was organized
under the respective Horizon 2020 Marie
Skłodowska-Curie Action "The European
Researchers' Night" and more specifically
under the project “ReN2014-15 - 2014-20152016 Researchers' Night: The Greek events”.

The National Technical University of Athens
- under the auspices of Municipality of
Athens - Athens Development and
Destination Management Agency, with the
support of the Representation of the
European Commission in Greece coorganized the event in collaboration with the
HCTP and the Technical Chamber of Greece.
Throughout the event, the public had the
opportunity to get acquainted with
researchers and their research work from all
nine Schools of the National Technical
University of Athens, as well as from
selected Research Teams from the other
Universities in Athens. Researchers' Night
highlighted the work of researchers and the
importance of their role in science and
society in general public, with particular
emphasis on students of all educational
levels. In view of research achievements to
the general public, the aim was to improve
16
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the social recognition of researchers,
awareness and inform the public about
research results, as well as increased interest
and vocational guidance of young people to
research professions.


“EUROMED 2016”, the 6th International
Conference of Euro-Mediterranean started
on Monday, October 31, 2016 at 9.00 AM,
under the auspices of President of the
Republic, in Filoxenia Conference Center in
Nicosia, Cyprus. This conference collects
particularly well-known speakers from
around the world and close the digital
recording, archiving, preservation and
protection of cultural heritage. The duration
of the conference was six days up to the
05/11/2016.

The conference opening was made by His
Beatitude Patriarch of Jerusalem Theophilos
III, while the importance of the conference
subject and the world Cultural Heritage in
general was highlighted by the Ambassador
of Greece in Nicosia, Mr. Ilias Fotopoulos,
who additionally made the inauguration
speech of the Deputy Foreign Minister of
Greece Mr. Nick Xidakis. Followed the
Deputy Rector of the Technological
University of Cyprus and Director of the
Cultural Services of the Ministry of Education
and
Culture,
Professor
Theophilos
Hadjimitsis, who conveyed the greetings of

the Minister of Education and Culture of
Cyprus Mr. K. Kadi. The president of the
Cyprus Scientific and Technical Chamber Mr.
Stelios Achniotis, the president of Cyprus
ICOMOS Mr. Christos Pissarides, and the
Professor of the National Technical
University of Athens and Vice President of
the Technical Chamber of Greece Mrs Tonia
Moropoulou participated with their
speeches in the inauguration session.
On behalf the Technical Chamber of Greece
and the Hellenic Construction Technology
Platform (HCTP), the first speech at this
year's conference was given by Prof. Tonia
Moropoulou, who attracted not only the
interest of all scientists, but also the
international media, as she presented in
detail the work carried out by the
interdisciplinary
National
Technical
University of Athens Scientific Team
regarding the rehabilitation of the Holy
Aedicule of the Holy Sepulchre (Jesus Christ
Tomb) in Jerusalem, the most holy place of
Christians across the globe.
Manolis Alexakis
alexmantud@gmail.com
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levels. Then, she commented the previous
ERA-NET and ERA-NET Plus and the present
ERA-NET-Co-fund as relevant tools to
promote synergies between countries. She
finished her presentation with some ERANET funded projects within Industrial
Technologies Directorate.

NTPs NETWORK ACTIVITIES
Parallel session at ECTP conference
A parallel session on “The innovation from the
countries toward Europe” was organised by the
NTPs network at ECTP conference (Brussels,
Nov.17th 16:45 – 18:15) and chaired by Jesús
Rodríguez, PTEC managing director.

This session explored synergies on innovation in
the construction sector between European
countries and identified some initiatives to be
coordinated by the construction NTPs network
in contact with ECTP.
There were three invited presentations:




Antonio Paparella from DG Growth talked
on “Innovation and public procurement”.
He summarised the new three European
Directives on public procurement (public
contracts, services and concessions) and he
highlighted those contents related to
innovation: pre-commercial procurement
and innovation partnership.
Ana-María Grigore from DG Research and
Innovation talked on “ERA-NETs tools to
build synergies between the European and
National levels”. First, she summarised
some examples on R&I priorities in
construction at H2020/National/Regional



Oscar Fernández from CDTI as Spanish
Eureka Presidency talked on “EUREKA as a
platform for international R&I cooperation”. He summarizes the network projects,
Eurostars, clusters and umbrellas and he
finished with a success story (E!-4443
Innodisp concrete) and presenting the
objectives during the Spanish Eureka
chairmanship.

Then, six speakers presented some comments
on the NTPs and on initiatives to be shared at
NTPs network:
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Jan Desmyter from BBRI, Belgium, presented
the Belgian Building Research Institute, the
Brussels Research Platform on Sustainable
construction, the competitiveness clusters and
the Flemish innovation in construction
platform. Finally, he made some suggestions
for the NTPs network:
•

•

•

“Exchange of information with regard to
(bottom-up and challenge-driven) funding
schemes for construction related RTD in EU
and its member states
Exchange of information on construction
related intermediaries and clusters active in
the EU, and how they are funded.
Organise specific local events stimulating
cross-frontier interregional research and
collaboration (i.e. not only focussing on
H2020)”

Gian Marco Revel, from Università Politecnica
delle Marche and coordinator of the Italian
Construction Technology presented this TP and
his thoughts for NTPs network:
•

•

•

Mette Glavind from DTI, Denmark, presented
InnoByg (InnoByg Danish Innovation network)
and made some comments on barriers for
innovation, circular resource economy and
Industry4.0 / Build4.0 as themes to be shared at
NTPs network.

“ECTP is the strong backbone of all relevant
R&D&I activities in the construction sector
at a European level, and all NTPs refer to it
as the leading body; ECTP must maintain
and increase this strong position to help,
sustain and give credibility to NTPs in their
efforts to better focus activities at national
level in cooperation with industrial and
Governmental institutions.
NTPs should not duplicate the ECTP work
(e.g. defining priorities), but they should be
used as local "hubs" to increase awareness
and leverage the research results at the
national level and for the local industry.
Promotion of innovation, mostly supporting
implementation
of
Best
Available
Technologies (BATs) by SMEs.”

Przemyslaw Dana from ASM, Poland, presented
the Polish Construction Technology Platform
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(history, daily work and priorities). Then, he
described the Edu-Navigator project on
education that has been tested in different
Polish regions and it might be extended to other
countries.

this presentation with future actions within
ECTP Infrastructures & Mobility committee
where NTPs network should play a role
mobilizing Member States and stakeholders at
national level.
All this presentations are available at:
http://www.ectp.org/index.php?id=17&tx_ttn
ews[tt_news]=297&cHash=981804d1c99dabe
4f99d784280e750b6

NTPs network represented at ECTP SC
meeting
Vladimir Gumilar from Slovenia presented the
interest of the Slovenian Construction
Technology Platform and the European Circular
Construction Alliance (ECCA-EU COSME project)
to
adopt
circular
economy
for
internationalization and global competitiveness
of European SMEs in Building and Construction.
He made some suggestion for NTPs network:
•

“Connecting ECTP / EU level activities via
NTPs to national levels and to SMEs, and
vice versa

•

Linking R&D project initiatives between
NTPs / countries / partners/ SMEs
Promote / disseminate project results to
SME level
Market up-take support (exchange of good
practices in promotion of innovation,
demonstration projects, governmental
policies…)
Internationalization support / third
countries”

•
•

•

Finally, Jesús Rodríguez from PTEC presented
this Spanish Construction Technology Platform
(members, working groups, workshops,
conferences and international R&I initiatives).
He detailed the interaction between the NTPs
network and the REFINET CSA and he finished

Jesús Rodríguez participated at the ECTP
Steering Committee meeting (Brussels,
December 1st, 2016) representing the network
of National Construction Technology Platforms
(NTPs).
Several items were commented on ECTP vision
and position paper, preliminary results from
ECTP conference, activities of the five ECTP
committees (Energy Efficient Buildings,
Infrastructures & Mobility, Materials and
Sustainability, Heritage & Regeneration and
Active Ageing & Design), coordination with
other ETPs, coordination with NTPs network
and financial matters.
Alain Zarli, CSTB, will become ECTP General
Secretary as Luc Bourdeau will be retired at the
end of 2016.
With regard to the coordination between ECTP
and NTPs network, it was agreed that:


This network and the link to NTP websites
will be included in the new ECTP website
(www.ectp.org)



A close cooperation between ECTP
committees and NTPs network will be
promoted
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NTPs network has to play a role in between
ECTP and Members States & NTP members
for a better integration within ECTP strategy



NTPs should promote the participation in
ECTP (new members, etc.)



More contacts in several countries are
needed for NTPs network

Action Plan 2017
During 2017, the NTPs network will work on:



Enlarging the number of contact persons
and countries in this network.
Contributing to REFINET CSA, mainly in the
scope of defining priorities for R&I and to
REFINET LinkedIn Group



Interacting with the chairmen of ECTP
committees



Working
with
ECTP
secretariat
implementing NTPs information at
www.ectp.org



Organizing three webinar meetings of the
network in March 20th, June 21st and
October, respectively



Editing and distributing three Newsletters in
March, June and October, respectively.

Jesús Rodríguez
director@plataformaptec.es

https://www.linkedin.com/groups/8464241
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